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Level 4 Math Syllabus

In Level 4 the math curriculum progresses through Math 7, Pre-Algebra, & Algebra.   Each class' scope & sequence is posted under the course's webpage on my website.  Students will approach each mathematical concept through various methods such as:  lecture, lab activities, manipulatives, games, and simulations.  Each course is designed to take the student from a basic understanding of each concept into a more applicable depth that allows them to integrate their knowledge into other subjects and/or later units.  Many math units will be incorporated into the science of this year; because each student will have different background knowledge, expectations within the application will be differentiated.  Within this year we center on how to use math.

Student Expectations

1. Students need to study and review learned material at home, finishing work we started in class.  These assignments will come home three times per week, sometimes four. They will have one day to complete their work; late work will be accepted up to the day of the unit assessment.  We will correct each assignment in class.  Many nights their assignments will be to watch a video from my website and take notes; this will require the student to have access to Internet.

2. Students will need to learn note taking strategies and will practice learning from a lecture format. This is the primary teaching method in most high schools, so they need to become comfortable with this format. Please ask to see to your students notes from lecture, I will email a copy of the notes, as a JPEG, to students who were absent.

3. Students need to come to class each day with pencils, pens and their math notebook.  (During some units more supplies will be required.)

Scoring

1. Student tests will be scored based on the number of questions reflecting a specific skill they had learned throughout the unit. Written on the top of the test will be Exceeds, Meets or Does Not Meet. All tests will require parent/guardian signature within one week of it being returned to the student. Students will be given a week's notice of an upcoming assessment, quiz or test, and will be given one study day prior to the day of the test.

2. With each lesson students will have an assignment to complete. The majority will be completed in class and a few will need extra time at home.  All of it will be scored on a 10 point scale, 10 mastered, 9/8 exceeds, 7/6 meets expectations, 5/4 developing, 3/2 needs additional support and 1 does not meet. If your student routinely brings home work with 3's - 1's, then we will need to set up a meeting to discuss their work completion and supports we need to increase.

Report Cards

When you receive their report card for Math, you will see several units listed and the student's average score. Students will receive an average score for all their assignments/assessments.  Below the units, math skills will be listed; each skill area will provide information about whether or not they are meeting grade level expectations.  Assessments hold more weight than assignments in the overall average. When you see the average, it will be the cumulation of their total effort within one unit; following the average will be a list of skills related to the activities/labs performed during that particular unit. 

It is important to remember that students will show strengths in different areas, sometimes in skills rather than content knowledge.  This can happen in any classroom; the report cards will help to clarify these differences and show the progress each student is making in math.  The comments are to help you as the parent to support your student as s/he is training for higher education.

