	Unit Assessment Projects

	50pts each

     Each assessment project should show a student's understanding of the material covered within a specific unit.  The student's level of understanding should clearly demonstrate the unit's material accurately and illustrate connections between the unit's individual concepts/objectives.  Though each project below will use a different format to show this understanding, the projects will be graded primarily on the evidence of understanding. Resources to complete each of these projects are available from the teacher upon request of the student when necessary.  All completed projects will be presented to the class the day of the exam.

	Speech

In a speech, a student must choose one concept from the current unit to research in greater depth.  The student will present their findings to the class in a 3 to 5 minute speech.  The student should dress professionally the day of the speech as well as show a mastery of the content offered.  Notecards are encouraged; a typed outline of the student's speech will be provided to the teacher before the speech. Students will be scored both on content and criteria given by the middle school speech rubric.  Practicing the speech with a friend, parent or adult will prepare the student for the actual presentation.


	Model

In a model, the student will create a scale model of a structure that demonstrates knowledge from the current unit being studied.  This structure should demonstrate the student's understanding by illustrating the unit's concepts within the model.  An explanation of what the model represents should be submitted as a typed paper between one to two pages in length.  The base of the model must be bigger than a sheet of paper and smaller than a poster.  The model will be scored on accuracy of understanding, neatness, and creativity.    Grammar, spelling, and punctuation will be scored in the paper.
	Video

In a video, a student will create a dynamic representation of the concepts within the current unit.  This may take the form of a motion slide show or be more complex, involving editing and voice overs.  Creativity is encouraged; students will turn in an outline that represents the organization of the video.  The video should be between 3 to 5 minutes in length.  Pictures or video clips must be included to represent each description given within the video.  Videos may be turned in as a DVD or web linked using YouTube or other sources.

	Research Paper

In a research paper, a student must choose one concept from the current unit to research in greater depth. Information must be provided on the history of the chosen concept, its connection to other fields of science, scientists involved/or currently using the concept, and its present application to science.  The paper should be 2.5 – 4 pages long.  Paragraphs should indicate a new idea and/or a switch of focus.  Each paragraph's content should contain information leading the reader to a fuller understanding of the chosen concept.  An introduction and conclusion paragraph should be included.  Sources of information should be cited on a separate page using correct MLA format.  Students should double-space their work using Times New Roman 12pt font.


	Probe

A probe must have three to four center sections and include a border that is 1 to 3 inches wide.  Each central section should demonstrate a different concept or objective from a specific unit; the border should demonstrate connections between the center concepts.  Titles should be included for each section, including the border.  Each probe should be on 11 x 17 inch paper or larger.  Everything must be handwritten or drawn using colored pencils or pens.  Pencil is not acceptable anywhere on the project.  No sources are required for this project.


	News Report

In a news report, a student will provide factual knowledge of an event or set of events that connects to the concepts within the current unit.  Within the report, students must explain the actual event and illustrate how specific aspects of the event can be explained by the unit's concepts.  The student giving the report must submit a typed outline to the teacher before the report.  To receive full points, reporters must not read straight from the outline.  Notecards are acceptable, but must be used minimally within the presentation.  Visual aids such as video clips, pictures (digital or copied) will enhance the report and thus the score; each report must have at least one visual aid.  Practicing the report with a friend, parent or adult will prepare the student for the actual presentation.

	Book Report

In a book report, a student will research a book, long article, or journal that discusses a concept from the current unit.  The reading section must be approved by the teacher before the assessment begins.  The student will read the selected reading and summarize the material.  The summary must be typed using Times New Roman 12pt font and be a minimum of 1 page double-spaced.  A title must be provided a the top of the page as well as the sources citation in correct MLA format.
	Comic Strip

In a comic strip, the student will create a timeline of events that allow the reader to understand the major concepts/objectives within the current unit being studied.  The student's understanding should be illustrated through the art and conversations within the comic strip.  In true fashion, the art and organization should feel like a comic strip and not a research paper. The student is expected to make the comic strip organized, neat, and creative.  Each page of the comic strip should contain more than two comic slides. Though the dialogue does not need to be typed, it will be important that I can read what is written.  I will not score a student's ability to draw, but will be looking for time and effort to be evident.  I would encourage the student to use color or shading techniques.


	Web Quest

In a web quest, the student will facilitate an Internet search of student-produced questions.  Websites and URL's will be included to provide students with a possible resource to find the answers/understanding to each of the quest's questions.  The quest should contain at least 20 questions of varying forms such as:  true & false, multiple choice, matching, short answer, and essay.  Students who create a web quest will turn in the outline of the web quest to the teacher with each answer given.  The copy given to the teacher needs to link each answer to a website provided in the web quest.  For full points, creativity should be included such as:  providing a picture and asking a question with the answer given in the picture.  

	Traditional Test

The traditional test will be taken the same week that the projects are due.  The test will cover the objectives of the unit. Students should study concepts, vocabulary, processes, and the connections between the three as they prepare for the traditional test.  The test will include, multiple choice, true & false, short answer and one essay question.  For some of the short answers, diagrams may be required depending on the unit.


	Poster

In a poster, a student will create a static illustration of the concepts covered in the current unit.  The poster should include pictures taken by the student or have documentation to credit the photographer.  The descriptions used to illustrate the unit's concepts should be in the student's words, not taken from a website or book.  Posters are meant to be seen from a distance; the student should keep this in mind when designing the layout of the poster.  Drawing diagrams and representing processes is encouraged and will help show the depth of the student's understanding.  Scores will also reflect the student's creativity and organization as seen by the teacher.  Posters should be at least 11 by 17 inches in size, but students are asked to use larger poster board when available.


	Web page (or Wikispace)

In a webpage or wikispace, a student will create a simple page that offers information in the student's own words about the concepts studied within the current unit.  Pictures should be incorporated in the website to enhance the web page's descriptions of the different concepts covered.  Each picture should be taken by the student or give credit to the photographer.  A list of links and/ or sources should be sited somewhere on the student's page in correct MLA format.    A student should show clear transitions between each set of topics.  The organization of the information will be scored as well as the content provided.

	Just as with all final drafts, these projects should have very few if any spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors.

	Failure to turn in the chosen project within two days of the assigned due date will result in a 20% decrease in score and the student will be asked to take the traditional test.


